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Penllyn  Rural  District  Council 


Annual  Report 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


1939 


rSeren”  Office,  Bala.  Tel  29. 


♦♦♦  ♦ 


TO  THE  PENLLYN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

■ " ' ■ • * 

1 1 . ; 

0 ....  . •*  . 

Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  Year  ended  December,  1939. 


A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area — 96,366  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  mid  1939 — 
3226. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1939)  according  to  the  rate 
books — 982. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate — £40  85.  5<i. 

Rateable  Value — £9,765. 

Vital  Statistics. 

M.  F.  Total. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  19  17  36 

Illegitimate 5 1 6 

42 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  13-26 

, ‘ . . , : • / , 

M,  F.  Total. 

Deaths  ...  .‘.  ...  ...  ...  ...  31  14  -t  45 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  .....  ...  13 -95 


A.C.F.  ...  ...  83 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (all  forms)  o 
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Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  l year  of  age 

Alj>  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  95-24 

All  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births iii.i 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  i 66.6 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 6 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  o 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  o 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  o 


Causes  of  death  for  the  Area  during  the  Year : — 


M.  F. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 2 o 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Births,  etc.  3 o 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ...  1 1 

Heart  Disease 5 2 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  5 4 

Bronchitis  ...  o 1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 1 1 

Peptic  Ulcer  1 o 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  4 o 

Cancer 5 1 

Liver  Diseases  o 1 

Other  defined  Diseases  4 3 

Total  ...  31  14 


Total. 

2 

3 
2 

7 

9 

1 

2 
I 

4 
6 
1 
7 

45 


Death  Rates  from: — 

Tuberculosis 

Cancer 

Chronic  Nephritis 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  

Diseases  of  Heart  and  Circulation 
Respiratory  Diseases  not  T.B.  ... 

Influenza 

Child  Birth  


1.24 

1.86 

.62 

.62 

4.96 

•93 
o.  1 
o,  : * 
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B. —  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Public  Health  Officers: — 

M.O.H.  (Part-time)— Robert  Jones,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Sanitary  Inspector  (Part-time)— Mr.  E.  T.  Roberts, 
Tytandderwen,  Bala. 

There  were  no  changes  in  any  of  the  following:— 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

(b)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(c)  Hospital  Facilities. 

( d ) Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Ambulance  that  has  served  Bala  and  Penllyn  for  about  16 
years  has  now  serious  defects^  and  should  be  replaced  by  a mod- 
ern, more  comfortable  vehicle. 

Ihe  various  Clinics  available  for  consultations  are: — 

(a)  Tuberculosis  (King  Edward  VII.  Welsh  National 

Memorial) . 

( b ) Infant  Welfare. 

(c)  Orthopaedic  (for  children,  the  County  Council 

Scheme;  for  older  persons,  the  Merioneth  Voluntary 
Orthopaedic  Association). 

( d ) Ante-Natal  (County  Scheme) . 

C. — SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

There  were  no  important  changes  in  the  Water  Supplies  to  the 
various  villages  during  the  year.  Those  recently  constructed 
have  been  satisfactory. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Schemes  prepared  for  the  villages 
of  Llanuwchllyn  and  Cefnddwysarn  failed  to  materialise  during 
the  year. 
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Drainage,  Sewerage  and  Pollution : 

... 

There  were  no  changes  to  report  in  this  connection. 


Public  Cleansing : 

No  changes  in  previous  arrangements. 

Shop  and  Offices : — 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  nor  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Camping  Sites : 

None  registered  in  the  district. 

Smoke  Abatement : 

No  action  taken  to  abate  nuisance  from  smoke,  etc. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools : 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  bathing  places  in  the 
district. 


Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs : 

No  action  was  taken  for  this  purpose. 


Schools : 

A new  School  was  built 
near  the  village. 


at  Rhosygwaliau  on  a pleasant  hillside 


Nearly  all  the  Schools  in  the  district  have  now  a piped  water 

supply  as  a result  of  which  their  general  sanitation  has  been 
improved. 


duringthe  year°  “"“s  ep'den,icS  amon«'st  the  School  children 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area: 

. c 

Total  number  of  formal  Notices g 

Number  complied  with — g 

Total  number  of  informal  Notices  issued  12 

Number  complied  with — 12 

Total  number  of  new  Houses  completed  S 

(a)  By  Bocal  Authority  8 

(b)  By  private  enterprise o 

Number  of  plans — new  houses 3 

Number  of  plans — new  buildings o 

Visits  to  Bake-houses 4 

Number  of  Notices  re  defects o 

Visits  to  Cowsheds 61 

Number  of  visits  re  defects 12 

Visits  to  dairies  and  shops 30 

Number  of  Notices  re  defects 10 

Visits  to  Slaughter  Houses 12 

Number  of  Notices  re  defects 4 

Notices  re  removal  of  ashes ...  o 

Notices  re  removal  of  manure ...  5 

Notices  re  defective  drains 6 

Number  of  visits  to  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  o 

Number  of  houses  disinfected 15 

Notices  of  defective  water  fittings  3 

Number  of  pail  closets  converted  into  W.C o 

Number  of  new  water  closets  erected  1 

Total  number  of  Water  Closets  143 

Total  number  of  Pail  Closets 58 

Total  number  of  Privy  and  other  Closets  420 

Total  number  of  Closets  serving  more  than  one  house  ...  44 

Milk  samples  taken  by  the  Ministry  of  Health o 

Milk  samples  taken  for  the  County  Council 30 

Milk  samples  taken  for  the  Bocal  Sanitary  Authority  ... 
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D. — HOUSINiG. 

The  eight  new  houses  built  by  the  Council  at  Llandderfel  were 
occupied  during  the  year,  and  plans  for  the  erection  of  three  new 
houses  by  private  enterprise  were  passed. 

Unfortunately  the  rest  of  the  Housing  Scheme  in  the  other 
villages  of  the  district  was  not  proceeded  with  before  the  out- 
break of  War. 


E— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODS. 


Milk  Supply : 

There  are  48  registered  milk  dealers  in  the  district,  one  being 
licensed  to  sell  certified  milk  from  an  attested  herd. 

The  cowhouses  and  dairies  were  regularly  inspected  and  re- 
ported upon  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Thirty  samples  were  sent  on  behalf  of  the  .County  Council  for 
examination  of  bacterial  content. 

Meat  and  Other  Food : 

Slaughter  houses,  meat  shops  and  bakehouses  were  periodically 
inspected.  No  carcases,  or  parts  thereof,  were  condemned  on 
account  of  tuberculosis  or  other  pathological  conditions. 


F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


There  were  no  changes  in  Laboratory  arrangements  for  facili- 
tating the  diagnosis  of  or  treatment  of  infectious  diseases. 

One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  only  was  notified  during  the  year 
in  a girl  aged  7 years. 


Tuberculosis. 
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New  cases  and  mortality  during  1939: — 


Age  Periods.  New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Resp.  Non-Resp.  Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

65  and  upwards  — — — — 1 — — 


^ There  are  no  reasons  to  suspect  neglect  in  the  notification  of 
Tuberculosis  in  the  district.  . 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  County  Clerk, 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  co- 
operation and  assistance. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  JONES. 
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